December 4, 2016
Second Sunday in Advent
From the Desk of Rev. Msgr. Hugh J. Corrigan:
70,000 years ago something changed in the brain of our ancestors and we were born (it is called the cognitive revolution).
Called Homo sapiens (intelligent man) we moved out of Africa and conquered the world. We were still hunter gatherers (we
followed game and found tubers in the soil) for 58,000 years until we learned how to domesticate animals and plant crops
(agricultural revaluation). Because we could create a surplus of food, many of us settled down and lived together in towns and
cities. 5,000 years later, kingdom and empires were created. As seems to be in our nature, these empires fought for
dominance over each. 3,000 years ago Jerusalem, as the capital of Israel, was created under King David. Under his son,
Solomon, the great temple of Jerusalem was built, destined to be the center of the Kingdom of God, ruling over the whole
world. In the next 800 years Israel would be defeated and its temple destroyed. After many bloody battles the Roman Empire
began to conquer most of the world. They installed Herod as Rome’s ruler in Israel. He was allowed to build a new magnificent
Temple of Jerusalem. Some of the Jewish people saw in this temple the fulfillment of their prophecies about the coming of the
Kingdom of God. They were waiting for the “Son of Man” to lead them. It was a violent time. Into this world John the Baptist
was born. You know the rest of the story.
We had a wonderful Thanksgiving Mass at 9:00am. Over 200 people participated in our Eucharistic Celebration.
Today our Arabic Community is sponsoring a Christmas Bazaar in the Parish Hall.
On Thursday, December 8th, we will celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. It is a holyday of obligation. It is, of
course, our special feast day. Masses will begin on Wednesday, December 7th at 5:00pm and on Thursday at 8:15am, 12:05pm,
and 7:30pm. The first three of these Masses are in English. The 7:30pm Mass will be in Spanish.
On the following Sunday, December 11th, our Mexican community will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe with a
3pm Mass followed by an outdoor procession and a fiesta in our parish hall. All are welcome and everything is free. If you are
an early bird, you might enjoy the “mananitas” (morning prayers and song to Mary) at 5am on Sunday.
COLLECTION: the collection for last Sunday, November 27, 2016 was $3,426.00
The second collection this week is the Christmas Flower Offering.





Christmas Flowers: Today’s Christmas Flower Collection helps to defray the cost of decorating our altars for Christmas and the names
on the back of your envelopes will be placed on a Christmas plaque in the rear of the church; in memory of your loved ones.
Large Poinsettia Plants $50.00
Medium Poinsettia Plants $25.00
Small Poinsettia Plants
$20.00
Second Sunday in Advent: On this Second Sunday of Advent our focus begins to shift from the end of time to the time immediately before the first
coming of Christ into the world. Yet the message is still the same: God’s reign is at hand. As we worship together today, let us heed John the Baptist,
whose message of preparing those people of Israel so long ago echoes in our own hearts: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

Advent 2016: Daily Thoughts & Scripture Readings to Prepare for Christ’s Coming
th
Sunday December 4 : Matthew 3:1-3: PREPARE A WAY FOR GOD! Spend time today to make room for Jesus in your life.
th
Monday December 5 : Luke 5:17-20: FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER! Today let us give one another the gift of forgiveness.
th

Tuesday, December 6 : Matthew 18:12-14: THE GOOD SHEPHERD WILL FIND YOU! Though we feel lost, Jesus always finds us.
th
Wednesday, December 7 :Matthew 11:28-30: JESUS WILL HELP US! When we feel burdened, Jesus helps us carry our load.
th

Thursday, December 8 : Luke 1:30-32: DO NOT BE AFRAID! Like Mary, let Christ be born again in you today
th

Friday, December 9 : Isaiah 48:17-18: FOLLOW GOD’S WAYS! God has taught us how to live in love and service.
th

Saturday, December 10 :Psalm 80:18-19: GIVE US NEW LIFE! Let us turn from our sinful ways and let God heal us.

Thursday December 8, 2016: Feast day of the Immaculate Conception: On Thursday we celebrate Mary as the patroness of the
United States under her title of the Immaculate Conception. We remember her conception in the womb of her mother, Anne, and affirm
our belief that God prepared Mary to be the mother of the Son of God by allowing her a share, from the moment of her conception, in the
salvation that would be won for all by Christ. Let us be open to the intercession of Mary on our behalf that we may become more and more
like her beloved Son.

Church of the Good Shepherd presents its
1st Annual Christmas Bazaar:
Join them for a Fun Filled weekend of great bazaar shopping, games and much more in our Parish Hall;
Friday, December 2nd from 7:00pm to 9:00pm, Saturday, December 3rd from 3pm- 9pm and Sunday,
December 4th from 10am -3pm.

