December 11, 2016
Third Sunday in Advent
From the Desk of Rev. Msgr. Hugh J. Corrigan:
“The moral arc of the universe is long but it bends towards justice.” “Human history may bend towards the
light but it also passes through long periods of darkness.” The season of Advent is a time to dwell on the
meaning of these words. In Advent we meditate on the long arc of the history of our world. The problems of
the world are frightening but we can’t give in to the darkness. As much as Isaiah and John the Baptist expected
God to intervene and transform the world; God did not .He gave us the Light to guide us but it is up to us to do
the work of bettering the world. The history of humankind is one of great accomplishments but also one of
terribly bad decisions. Wasn’t the killing of His Son the worst of these decisions? But God did not give up on us
and He gave us the Resurrection. So when we want to cease and desist and withdraw into the comfort of
darkness, turn towards the light that came to us on Christmas and remains with us.
COLLECTION: the collection for last Sunday, December 4, 2016 was $4,525.00
The second collection this week is the Retirement Fund for Religious.





Christmas Flowers: Christmas Flower collection envelopes will be in the back of the church for anyone that needs one. This collection
helps to defray the cost of decorating our altars for Christmas and the names on the back of your envelopes will be placed on a Christmas plaque in
the rear of the church; in memory of your loved ones.
Large Poinsettia Plants $50.00
Medium Poinsettia Plants $25.00
Small Poinsettia Plants
$20.00
Third Sunday in Advent: Another name for this Sunday of Advent is Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday. This name is taken from the entrance antiphon, which
is itself a quote from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always”. Our Advent season of preparation is already halfway over. How
have your preparations gone so far? It is never too late to prepare for the coming of God in our hearts, so let us pray today for hearts ever more open to
he presence of God.




Religious Education News:
Children should line up in the Parish Hall by 9:20 am).
th
th
There is also a change in the December 17 Saturday Family Catechesis Day. It has been changed to Friday the 16 of December
at 7:00pm. Parents we are collecting Christmas candy for the December 16th celebration.
th
There will be no classes on December 24 and 31 Christmas Recess classes will resume on January 7 .

Advent 2016: Daily Thoughts & Scripture Readings to Prepare for Christ’s Coming:
th
Sunday December 11 : James 5:7-8: BE PATIENT!
God’s secret presence is growing in us every day.
th
Monday December 12 : Zechariah 2:14: BLESSED ARE YOU, MARY!
At Guadalupe, Mary revealed her love for the poor.
th
Tuesday, December 13 : Matthew 21:28-32: CHANGE YOUR HEART!
Jesus asks us to change our attitudes toward others.
th
Wednesday, December 14 :isaiah 45:22-23: TURN TO GOD AND BE SAFE!
Let us ask God to keep us from danger and harm.
th
Thursday, December 15 : Isaiah 54:10: GOD HAS PROMISED TO BE WITH US ALWAYS!
God has promised to be with us always.
th
Friday, December 16 : Isaiah 56:1-2: GOD’S JUSTICE IS AT HAND!
God comes to set our world right and end evil.
th
Saturday, December 17 :Psalm 72:3-4: GOD DEFENDS THE POOR!
Let us do something today to help someone in need.
OFFICE OF THE CARDINAL 1011 FIRST AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10022
December 10 and 11, 2016
Year of Mercy
Dear friends in the Lord:
Today, our parishes will take up the annual archdiocesan collection for the thousands of retired Catholic sisters and brothers
whose hard work, prayers, and sacrifices helped build our Catholic schools, hospitals, and charitable agencies. These
dedicated women and men gave—and give—their lives in extraordinary and exemplary service to the archdiocese, and now,
as they move into their senior years, we are able to offer them in return our love and support through this annual collection
that helps to provide for their needs.
Be assured that I am fully aware of the many good causes which you are asked to support and, at the same time that many
of us are faced with trying financial situations at home. As the Christmas season of generous giving approaches, please do
whatever you can to assist our retired religious.
With prayerful best wishes for a blessed Advent season, I am,
Faithfully in Christ,
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

