December 18, 2016
Forth Sunday in Advent
From the Desk of Rev. Msgr. Hugh J. Corrigan:
It is good to read about St. Joseph in today’s gospel. With all the emphasis on Mary, we have a tendency to forget
about Joseph. Joseph, as the foster father of Jesus, had a profound influence on Him. At certain times in the history of
the Catholic Church, the devotion to St. Joseph was great. One of those times was in 1650 when our beautiful painting
of Joseph and the Child Jesus was created by a “mater painter” (according to the experts). We know it was painted in
1650 because that date is written on the painting (lower right side). We tried to find the name of the painter (it may
have been on the painting itself but the letters disintegrated over the centuries). The problem is that at that time there
were many new paintings of St. Joseph and it is impossible to find out where our painting was located. St. Teresa of
Avila had promoted the devotion of St. Joseph. Since she founded many convents of her new Order of Discalced
Carmelites, many of those convents, in tribute to her, had a painting of St. Joseph. These convents were spread
throughout the Spanish Empire which at the time included a third of the world. Two other mysteries about the painting
were how did it come to Our Lady of the Rosary in Yonkers and why was it stored in a small room and not displayed
prominently. My guess to the first question is that it was donated by a rich family living in one of the mansions that
used to exist on Warburton Avenue. My guess to the second question is that a former pastor thought that it was
historically incorrect to display Joseph and Jesus in such rich clothes. It is a point well made. After all, the Holy Family
were refugees in Egypt. A painting done today in a world where there are hundreds of thousands refugees would
probably reflect the refugee status of Joseph, Mary and Jesus. However, paintings often painted in a world quite
different from today. The purpose then was to honor the Holy Family in the best way they could-which for them was
clothing them in the clothes of royalty.
COLLECTION: the collection for last Sunday, December 11, 2016 was $3,001.00
The Mexican Community donated $1,300.00 from their annual Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
The second collection this Sunday is our monthly collection to aid with our Church Property Insurance.

Reconciliation Monday:
This Monday, December 19, 2016 is Reconciliation Monday we will have confessions in the Chapel:
 In English - Msgr. Corrigan 11:30 am to 12:00pm and 4:00to 6:00pm
 In Spanish -Fr. Reyes 6:00 to 8:00pm
 In Arabic/English - Fr. Hattar 6:00 to 8:00pm

Christmas Eve Masses: Masses on Saturday, December 24, 2016 Christmas Eve will be as follows: English 12:05, 5pm,
Arabic at 7:00pm and Bilingual (English and Spanish) at 12:00am Midnight Mass

Advent 2016: Daily Thoughts & Scripture Readings to Prepare for Christ’s Coming:
th
Sunday December 18 : Isaiah 7:10-14: LOOK FOR A SIGN!
Look around for signs that God is present with you now.
th

Monday December 19 : Psalm 71:5-6: GOD IS OUR HOPE!
When God comes to us our lives will change
th

Tuesday, December 20 : Luke 1:36-38: NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD!
Mary’s “yes” makes God to be one of us.
th

Wednesday, December 21 :Luke 1:39-45: BLESSED ARE YOU WHO BELIEVED!
Like Elizabeth and Mary how can we share our joy?
th

Thursday, December 22 : Luke 1:46-56: GOD HAS COME TO HELP!
Mary praises God who always helps those in need.
rd

Friday, December 23 : Luke 1:57-66: THE MESSENGER IS BORN!
John the Baptist’s birth prepares for that of Jesus.
th

Saturday, December 24 :Luke 1:68-71: BLESSED BE THE LORD!
God has come to set us free and be with us.



Religious Education News:
th
There will be no classes on December 24 and 31 Christmas Recess classes will resume on January 7 .

th

The Spanish community will be celebrating with a Christmas Party on December 25 in the Parish Hall for all the
children of St. Mary’s. The party will start at 11 am to 4pm all are invited.

st

New Year’s Eve Party: As usual we will have our annual New Year’s Eve Party on December 31 sponsored by our
Spanish Community. We will have good food, good music, dancing, presentations; we will see the ball fall at midnight. Reserve your
table in time with Cesar Cuadra at 914-498-0227; admissions for adults is $50.00, youths 12 years of age to 15 is $25.00 and
children 11 and under are admitted free.
th

th

st

nd

Parish office: please be advised that the parish office will be closed December 25 & 26 also January 1 & 2 .

